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PROGRAM OVERVIEW

The doctor of philosophy (Ph.D.) degree is awarded for scholarly attainment and represents the highest degree in accounting that the University bestows on a student.  The Ph.D. Program in Accounting is designed principally for individuals who wish to prepare for college and university research and teaching in accounting.

The program is built upon the premise that a student should possess extensive, in-depth knowledge of the major field of accounting and one supporting or minor field of study, as well as knowledge of statistical and quantitative methods of analysis necessary to conduct research and contribute to the advancement of knowledge in accounting.  Special emphasis is placed on the fact that the degree is not granted as a result of the student's having taken a given number of courses or having earned a given number of credit hours.  These factors, while important, will vary for different students, and there is no total number of courses or hours that satisfies degree requirements uniformly for all students (other than designated minimum levels).

Instead, the School of Accountancy's requirements should be thought of primarily from the standpoint of students' ability to satisfy the graduate faculty that they have a thorough grasp of the fields selected.  In all cases, however, students must meet the minimum requirements stipulated by the University Graduate School and the Manderson Graduate School of Business.  Each student is responsible for being aware of all relevant regulations.

In addition to satisfying course requirements, each student must show evidence of research competence by completing a first year research project, a second year research project, and a dissertation.  Collectively, these research requirements should help each student:  1. develop and demonstrate competence as an academic researcher; 2. identify and develop a rigorous research agenda; and 3. make significant contributions to knowledge in accounting and related disciplines.

APPLICATION AND ADMISSION

Individuals seeking admission to the Ph.D. Program in Accounting should follow the application procedure described by the Graduate School.  Please visit http://graduate.ua.edu for further information about applying.  The Ph.D. Program Committee evaluates applications.

Admission to the Ph.D. Program in Accounting is open to qualified individuals who hold undergraduate and/or graduate degrees from accredited colleges and universities and satisfy the stated prerequisites, unless these have been waived.  Admission is limited to individuals whose scholastic records show distinct promise of success in graduate study.  Admission to the Graduate School and the earning of an advanced degree from The University of Alabama do not imply acceptance into a Ph.D. Program.  A student obtaining a master's degree at the University must submit to the Dean of the Graduate School written permission from the Director of the Culverhouse School of Accountancy or the Dean of the Business School to be eligible to work towards the doctoral degree.  Students in doubt about their acceptance into the program should consult with the Director of the Ph.D. Program in Accounting.

Prerequisites
Students entering the Ph.D. Program in Accounting will normally have:
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a minimum undergraduate GPA of 3.0 and a minimum graduate GPA of 3.5
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a minimum GMAT score of 660.
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a minimum TOEFL score of 600 and a minimum Test of Spoken English (TSE) score of 230 (international applicants only).
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the following graduate-level courses completed successfully unless other arrangements have been made with the Director of the Ph.D. Program.  


  Hours


Accounting (not including tax)
12


Economics (equivalent to EC 508)
3


Mathematical Economics (equivalent to EC 470†)
3


Statistics (equivalent to ST 550)
3


Finance (equivalent to FI 510)
3


Organizational Behavior (equivalent to MGT 300†)
3


Math (equivalent to MA 121 or 125†)
3

†Undergraduate course

Students missing prerequisites will be counseled to take appropriate courses prior to Fall entry.  In addition, as part of their application, students are required to provide a written statement of how they have satisfied (or intend to satisfy) these prerequisites.  This statement should include attached copies of relevant course outlines/syllabi.  Failure to provide any of this information will delay the processing of the application.

Transfer of Credit
Acceptable graduate credit, earned in an accredited institution in which a student was enrolled in graduate school, may be transferred and applied to the requirements for an Accounting Ph.D. degree.  Evaluation of credit for transfer will not be made until the student has enrolled in the Graduate School of The University of Alabama.  Credit will not be accepted from any institution at which the student failed to achieve a "B" average on all graduate work attempted.

If the student's Program Advisor recommends that previous coursework earned toward a graduate degree from another institution is eligible for transfer credit, it is the student's responsibility to initiate the transfer credit approval process.  The student initiates this process by obtaining and completing the appropriate form at the Graduate School.  The student should indicate the specific courses for which he or she is seeking approval of transfer credit.  The Graduate School will send the necessary forms to the Director of the Ph.D. Program in Accounting, who will make a decision about the request.  The student must ensure that the Graduate School has an official transcript of the credit involved.  Approval of transfer credit is not official until the appropriate forms are signed by the Dean of the Graduate School.

Note:  Credits earned toward a master's degree at either another institution or at The University of Alabama may be applied to the Accounting Ph.D. degree only if they were earned during the six-year period prior to the semester of admission into the Accounting Ph.D. Program.  With the approval of the Advisory Committee and the Dean of the Graduate School, students may transfer up to one-half of the required course work for the Ph.D. degree from another institution.

Financial Support

All students admitted to our Ph.D. program receive financial assistance, including a minimum guaranteed stipend of $25,000 and a full waiver of tuition and fees.  Fellowships, scholarships, and assistantships are available.  

Ph.D. students with assistantships usually work 20 hours per week and either conduct research with a faculty member or teach an accounting class.  All students gain experience as research assistants and as teaching assistants while enrolled in the program.  Such experience is critical in developing as an academic and in enhancing marketability.

PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION

The Ph.D. Program Committee
The Culverhouse School of Accountancy has a Ph.D. Program Committee that consists of the Director of the Ph.D. Program in Accounting (acting as Chair) and five other faculty members.  The Ph.D. Program Committee is generally responsible for evaluating applications and selections; considering, advising, and proposing changes to the program; and evaluating student progress.

The Student Advisory Committee
Upon entry to the Ph.D. Program, each student meets with his or her Advisor to develop and approve an appropriate program of study.  A Program Worksheet will be developed and maintained by the student and the Advisor.  

Progress Evaluations

Each year the Ph.D. Committee will meet with the student to discuss progress.  A written report of these meetings should be filed in the Director of the Ph.D. Program's office.  This will be completed during the summer semester.
In addition, each student will submit an annual written self-assessment report on course performance and overall progress in the program.  These reports will be submitted before the summer semester of each year.  The Ph.D. Committee will review these reports.

At the end of each Spring semester, each student will be evaluated with respect to continuation, termination, and financial support.  The Ph.D. Program Committee will conduct this annual evaluation.  For purposes of this evaluation, it will be the responsibility of the student to ensure that the student file is complete and up-to-date for purposes of evaluation.  

A student's continuation in the Accounting Ph.D. Program will be contingent on satisfactory progress toward completion of degree requirements on a timely basis.  The level of performance expected is that which will allow the student to be professionally competent for normal post-doctorate activities.  In terms of coursework, a C grade in a course is usually regarded as unsatisfactory progress.  If a student's cumulative grade average falls below "B," or if a "D" or "F" is received in a graduate course, the student may be asked to withdraw from the program.  In addition, when considering student progress, the Ph.D. Program Committee also considers performance related to the first-year and second-year research projects, assistantship responsibilities, and all other areas of the Ph.D. Program.

Residence Requirements

The Ph.D. Program in Accounting is designed to be a four-year, full-time, in-residence program.  The University-wide requirement for residence is that the minimum period in which the doctoral degree can be earned is three full academic years of graduate study.  The student must spend an academic year in continuous residence as a full-time student in the Graduate School of The University of Alabama (or, if specifically approved by the Program Committee concerned, one full Summer of two terms, preceded by or followed by one regular semester).  This University requirement can only be satisfied by enrolling in coursework.  Dissertation or thesis research cannot be used for this purpose.  Instructors, fellows, and assistants who teach more than three hours should expect to spend more than the minimum period in residence.  The University interprets the term "continuous" as follows:
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Fall and Spring semesters back-to-back, full-time (minimum 9 hours each), without a semester (including Summer) in-between; or
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Spring and full Summer semesters back-to-back; or
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Full Summer and Fall semesters back-to-back.

The Ph.D. Program Committee and the Culverhouse School of Accountancy strongly recommend that all Ph.D. students maintain year-round residence and remain on campus until all degree requirements are complete.

Time Limits
Students must complete all requirements for the Accounting Ph.D. degree within seven-years of starting the program.  Any extension beyond seven years will occur only in exceptional circumstances when the graduate accounting faculty successfully petitions the Graduate School.  Such petitioning will involve a requirement to revalidate any courses taken more than seven years previously.  Ph.D. students are normally guaranteed funding for four years (as long as satisfactory progress is being made).

COURSEWORK

The Ph.D. Program in Accounting requires each student to successfully complete a program of study that includes (at a minimum) 58 credit hours of coursework in the following areas:







    Credit Hours



Major Field (Accounting)

25



Minor Field



12



Statistics and Quantitative Methods
12



Language/Research Tools

  6



Free Elective



  3







58

The detailed requirements that follow represent minimum requirements and may be amended by each student’s Advisory Committee.

Major Field Requirements (25 hours)
Each student is required to take at least eight graduate level courses in the major field of accounting, for a total of 25 credit hours.  The required courses are:



Timing
Hours 
Seminars:


Introduction to Accounting Research Methods
(Fall, Year 1)
3


Advanced Accounting Research Methods 
(Spring, Year 1)
3


Archival Accounting Research 
(Fall, Year 2)
3


Experimental Accounting Research 
(Fall, Year 2)
3


Directed Research 
(Spring, Year 2)
3

Research Projects:


Research Practicum I
(Year 1)
3


Research Practicum II
(Year 2)
3

Workshop Participation:


Research Colloquium Series 
(Years 1 & 2)
4

25
Introduction to Accounting Research Methods: Three hours.  Prerequisite: Ph.D. student.  Study of the production of accounting research, with specific focus on the scientific method. Intensive focus on problem identification & communication, theory and hypothesis development.

Advanced Accounting Research Methods:  Three hours.  Prerequisite: Ph.D. student.  Study of advanced research methods with intensive focus on design and method development, data analysis, and interpretation of results.

Archival Accounting Research: Three hours.  Prerequisite: Ph.D. student.  Study of the archival accounting research literature.

Experimental Accounting Research: Three hours.  Prerequisite: Ph.D. student.  Study of the experimental accounting research literature.

Directed Research: Three hours.  Prerequisite: Ph.D. student.  Examination of the literature and methodology associated with a specific research topic. Directed focus on development of second year research project.

Research Practicum I: Three hours.  Prerequisite: Ph.D. student.  Development of a first-year research project under the supervision of a faculty member.  Resulting paper is presented at a departmental research workshop.

Research Practicum II: Three hours.  Prerequisite: Ph.D. student.  Development of a second-year research project under the supervision of a faculty member.  Resulting paper is presented at a departmental research workshop.

Research Colloquium Series: Four hours (one hour per semester for four semesters).  Participation in a research colloquium series involving School of Accountancy faculty members, Ph.D. students, and scholars from other academic institutions.  Graded pass or fail based on attendance and participation.
**The aim of the Research Practicum and Colloquium sequence is to involve the student in the applied practice of research.  Conducting research and participating in research colloquia are integral parts of the Ph.D. program experience.

Minor Field Requirements (12 hours minimum)
In addition to the major field coursework, all students will develop a minor field of study from a discipline within the Manderson Graduate School of Business or a discipline outside the School that is closely related to the student's primary area of interest.  To satisfy the minor-field requirements, the student must complete relevant coursework and demonstrate a thorough grasp of the philosophy, methodology, and literature from the minor field.  The student must take a minimum of four graduate courses (12 hours) to satisfy the minor-field requirement.  The following minor fields are available with the agreement of the departments concerned.  This list does not preclude minors in other fields approved by the student’s Advisor.

Economics and Finance

The following economics and finance minors are available to Ph.D. students in accounting.  All minors assume students have completed EC470 (Introduction to Mathematical Economics), EC508 (Microeconomic Theory), and FI510 (Financial Management).  All minors require 12 hours of courses.  Additional electives may be taken.  Students should check with the Ph.D. Director in Economics and Finance to determine the appropriate sequencing of courses and to arrange their schedules.


Finance


Required:
EC510
Advanced Microeconomic Theory




FI601
Financial Management Theory




FI602
Advanced Financial Theory


One of the


following:
FI610
Seminar in Financial Management




FI614
Seminar in Investments




FI624
Seminar in Financial Markets


Microeconomics/Econometrics


Required:
EC510
Advanced Microeconomic Theory




EC570
Mathematical Economics




EC571
Econometrics


One of the


following:
EC610
Seminar in Microeconomic Theory




EC671
Seminar in Econometrics


Public Policy


Required:
EC510
Advanced Microeconomic Theory




EC581
Public Expenditure and Policy Analysis




EC622
Seminar in Public Finance


One of the


following:
EC511
Advanced Macroeconomic Theory




EC512
Industrial Organization and Public Policy


International Economics and Finance


Required:
EC510
Advanced Microeconomic Theory




EC530
International Economics




FI531
International Finance




FI631
Seminar in International Finance

Psychology

This field is relevant to behavioral (experimental) research and includes an appropriate selection from the existing graduate minor in psychology which is described below:

A graduate minor in psychology shall consist of 15 graduate hours, at least 9 of which are to be selected from the following (but only with the prior permission of the Director of Graduate Training in Psychology): 


PY607
Research Methods in Psychology


PY651
Physiological Psychology


PY629
Cognitive Neuroscience


PY650
Cognition & Learning


PY659
Psychometrics


PY671
History and Systems in Psychology


PY652
Life-Span Developmental Psychology


PY670
Perception


PY672
Advanced Social Psychology

Additional courses may be taken from among other departmental offerings with the permission of the Director of Graduate Training in Psychology and the course instructor.

Production Management

The following courses could be useful to a student with an interest in management accounting:


ST475/575
Statistical Quality Control


MGS516
Production Management


MGS524
Manufacturing Scheduling and Control Systems



This course is presented in two parts: 




Part 1 - Manufacturing Requirements Planning




Part 2 - Synchronous Manufacturing

Students should consult with the Ph.D. Coordinator in Management Science and Statistics to identify a further course (or courses) to fulfill the 12-hour minor field requirement, such as MGS522 (Scheduling) or MGS523 (Inventory Control).

Management Information Systems
We are currently establishing a concentration in management information systems.  Details of this minor will be made available as they become available.

Statistics and Quantitative Methods Requirement (12 hours)
Each student is required to complete at least four courses (12 hours) of quantitative and statistical methods.  This requirement includes ST551, two additional electives in statistics from ST535, ST552, ST553, ST565, ST570, and ST580, and an elective in advanced quantitative methods.

Language/Research Tool Requirement (6 hours)
Each student must complete at least two courses (6 hours) to demonstrate reading competence in at least one foreign language appropriate to his or her research interests or competence in at least one alternative research skill.  A U.S. student may not use English to fulfill the language requirement.  A foreign student may meet the Ph.D. foreign language requirement with his or her native language if that language is one that has been recommended by the School of Accountancy and the Graduate School.

A research skill substituted for foreign language competence should be carefully designed to provide the student with the background and skills necessary to become an independent researcher.  Research skills must be relevant to the student’s research program and must have lasting value in a scholarly career.  The research skill should not be a skill ordinarily acquired in the regular pursuit of the student’s discipline.  Coursework used to satisfy the research skill may not be counted as part of the basic program of study.

Free Elective Requirement (3 hours)
Each student is required to complete at least one (3 hour) elective course.  This elective course may come from any area deemed relevant by both the student and the Student Advisory Committee.  Typically, this free elective will be used to gain additional training in research methods, statistics, and/or the minor area of interest.
FIRST AND SECOND YEAR RESEARCH PROJECTS

Students must complete and present a research project in each of their first two years in the program.

First Year Research Project

The first year research project should commence as early as possible in the program.  The proposal must report on a quantitative study that would involve data collection and analysis.  Pretests, pilot tests, and collections of data and statistical analysis are not required.  Each proposal should contain an abstract, introduction, theory development, a discussion of the sample and statistical analysis that would have been performed for a completed paper.  The project should not be a simple replication of a published study or a study completed in a previous course, although it may be an extension of a previous study or project from a previous class.  The paper does not have to be of publishable quality at the time of presentation, but each student and supervisor should look for opportunities to develop a project that has the potential for acceptance at a conference and and/or in a referred journal.
Each student is responsible for initiating, developing, and completing the first year project.  This requirement includes the need to initiate and maintain a working relationship with a supervising faculty member that includes frequent meetings and updates on progress and problems.  The supervising faculty member’s responsibility is to guide the student.  The supervising faculty may or may not be the Program Advisor.  Co-authorships are acceptable, but the student must conduct a majority of the work until the presentation is complete.

Each student is responsible for scheduling and conducting a 30-minute workshop to present the study and to respond to audience comments and questions.  Copies of the paper must be distributed to all graduate faculty members at least two weeks prior to the examination.  Questions may be asked at any point during the presentation, although presenters will have 5-10 minutes to provide a concise introduction.

The presentation deadline is June 30th in of the first year.  Delays beyond June will interfere with coursework, assistantships, and, ultimately, timely completion of the program.  The faculty member supervising the first year project and the Ph.D. committee will assign a pass or fail grade after the presentation of the paper.  The grade should include consideration of the study’s motivation, the research question, the research design and method, the quality of the presentation, and the student’s understanding of the research process.  The supervisor and the Ph.D. Committee also should consider comments and reaction from the presentation audience.  While nonsupervising faculty and non-Ph.D. committee members will not provide a pass/fail vote on this paper, they will be asked to provide feedback to the supervisor and the Ph.D. committee.  Each student must ensure that at least fifty percent of the Ph.D. Committee is present at the presentation.

Second Year Research Project

The second year research project is prepared in lieu of a comprehensive field examination.  The project will commence after completion of the first year paper.  As with the first year project, the second year project will be supervised by a faculty member who has agreed to the assignment.  

The research paper and presentation should report on a quantitative study and should convince the faculty that the student possesses sufficient research and presentation skills to complete a dissertation in a timely manner.  Students must be able to demonstrate that they can complete a research project in a timely manner, write a scholarly paper, and present it to an academic audience.  The paper should have strong potential for publication.  

The study should not simply be a pretest of the dissertation, although it may provide the basis for developing a dissertation proposal.  If the second year research is the basis for a dissertation proposal, a student must be prepared to explain how the proposal constitutes a distinct and significant contribution beyond that of the second year paper.  

Each student is responsible for initiating, developing, and completing the project.  This requirement includes the need to initiate and maintain a working relationship with a supervising faculty member that includes frequent meetings and updates on progress and problems.  The supervising faculty member’s responsibility is to guide the student.  Co-authorships are acceptable, but each student must conduct a majority of the work until a paper has been written and successfully presented.

Each student is responsible for scheduling and conducting a 60-minute workshop to present the study and to respond to audience comments and questions.  Copies of the paper must be distributed to all graduate faculty members at least two weeks prior to the examination.  Questions may be asked at any point during the presentation, although presenters will have 5-10 minutes to provide a concise introduction.

The presentation deadline is June 30th in the summer of the second year.  The faculty provides a pass or fail vote on the project based on the paper and presentation.  Each student must ensure that at least fifty percent of the faculty is present at the presentation, and at least two-thirds of the faculty present must vote “pass” if a passing grade is to be given.  If the faculty requires a second presentation of the material, the deadline for presentation is September 30th of the third year.  If the student fails and a second presentation is required, the faculty (via the supervising faculty member) will provide the student with a list of modifications for improvement prior to redefense.  A maximum of two presentations is allowed.

COMPREHENSIVE EXAMS

University Requirements

The University requires that each Ph.D. student pass a written comprehensive examination in the major field of accounting and a written comprehensive examination in the minor field(s).  The examinations aim primarily to determine the student's ability to show relationships among the various segments of knowledge within the major and minor fields of study.  A student may attempt each examination not more than two times and must pass all examinations within 24 months of the time the first examination is taken, unless the student’s Advisory Committee makes an exception.

A preliminary oral examination is given after the student has completed two years of graduate study (including work on the master's degree, if any), and after the student has successfully completed the written examinations (both major and minor fields), and after the language/research tool requirement has been satisfied.  The graduate accounting faculty administers the preliminary oral examination.  The examination may be passed satisfactorily or provisionally.  In the latter case, the Examining Committee may recommend additional study in order that the student may demonstrate that the deficiencies disclosed by the examination have been overcome.  The Committee will rule either pass or fail on the second meeting with the student.  On satisfactory completion of the written exams and language/research tool requirement, graduate faculty may waive the preliminary oral exam requirement.

School of Accountancy Requirements

In the Ph.D. Program in Accounting, the written and oral exam requirements in accounting are satisfied by a successful presentation of the second year research project (see details above). 

Minor Field Examination

Upon completion of two full years of graduate study, the foreign language requirements, and all course requirements in the minor field area, the student will be eligible to sit for the minor field examination.  At the beginning of the semester when the student wants to sit for the minor field exam, it is the student's responsibility to inform the Director of the Ph.D. Program in Accounting and the Graduate Program Coordinator in the minor field area in writing of his or her eligibility and desire to sit for the exam that semester.  The Coordinators will verify the student's eligibility and notify him or her of the date and format of the exam.

If the student's minor field has a policy of waiving a minor field examination if certain conditions are satisfied, the student must provide the Director of the Ph.D. Program in Accounting with a written statement from the Graduate Program Coordinator in the minor field area documenting this policy and verifying that the relevant conditions have been satisfied.

If the student does not pass the minor field examination at the first sitting, he or she will be permitted to sit for the field examination again in a subsequent semester.  However, per the requirements of the Graduate School, the field exam may be taken only twice.  These requirements must be complete before the accounting written and oral examination provision above.

THE DISSERTATION

The Dissertation Proposal

Students in the program should develop working relationships with one or more faculty members in the School of Accountancy and other relevant disciplines to identify and develop a viable long-term research agenda.  As part of this process, students should work with faculty members in their area(s) of interest to produce a dissertation proposal that can be defended and developed into a completed dissertation.

The purpose of the dissertation proposal is to determine whether the student has identified a researchable topic and designed an acceptable research approach (i.e., whether the student's proposal is likely to result in a dissertation that makes a contribution to the body of knowledge in accounting).

Appointment of Dissertation Committee.  After successfully completing the accounting comprehensive exam requirement, the student, with consent of faculty members who have been participating in the proposal development and the Director of the Ph.D. Program in Accounting, will request the Director of the Culverhouse School of Accountancy to appoint a Dissertation Committee.  The Committee will consist of a minimum of five graduate faculty members, with no more than three from accounting.  The student's Dissertation Committee Chair will schedule the proposal examination when all members of the Dissertation Committee agree that the student is ready to defend.

The Document.  The proposal text should be less than 30 pages long unless a longer document is deemed necessary by the Dissertation Committee.  The proposal must have:
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a clear statement of the research problem.
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a synthesis of prior research and relevant literature.
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unambiguous research procedures, including (where applicable) a specific description of data to be analyzed, a description of how data will be obtained (including a draft of experimental materials or evidence of data availability if from archived data).  Pilot studies are encouraged to demonstrate the feasibility of the study.
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a description of appropriate subjects, if any, and evidence of their availability.
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a realistic timetable for completion.
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a budget, if needed.
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expected results and potential usefulness of results.

The Defense.  Copies of the proposal must be distributed to all graduate faculty in accounting and to all accounting Ph.D. students on campus at least two weeks prior to the defense.  A copy also will be kept in the student's file.  Following the student's defense, all graduate accounting faculty present will vote on whether or not the student has successfully defended the proposal.  A majority of the graduate accounting faculty must be present at the defense.  A minimum of two-thirds of the graduate accounting faculty present must vote to approve the proposal in order for the student to pass the defense.  As a result of the faculty vote, the student will be informed that he or she has (1) passed, (2) failed, or (3) passed provisionally.  In the case of (3), the student will be given a list of required changes.  If the student fails, the faculty (via the Dissertation Committee Chair) will provide the student with a list of reasons for failure.  The faculty vote will be recorded, signed, and kept on permanent record in the student's file.

Admission to Candidacy
On application, students are certified by the Dean of the Graduate School for admission to candidacy for the Accounting Ph.D. degree after they have met the following requirements:
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completed the program of study approved by the Student Advisory Committee, and earned a minimum credit of 48 course hours.
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demonstrated in comprehensive written examinations (or their equivalents) their competence in the major field and in each of the minor fields.

symbol 42 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h
satisfactorily fulfilled the foreign language/research tool requirement.
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passed the preliminary oral examination (unless waived).

symbol 42 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h
received approval of the dissertation topic by the Dissertation Committee.
Students (hereafter “candidates”) are strongly encouraged to remain on campus until all degree requirements are completed.  Candidates in residence are expected to attend workshops and otherwise participate in relevant functions of the Culverhouse School of Accountancy.  The Culverhouse School of Accountancy has a requirement that failure to demonstrate satisfactory progress toward completion of degree requirements on a timely basis is grounds for termination from the program.  Within one month following each semester that a candidate is absent from campus after admission to candidacy, the candidate must submit a written statement to the Director of the Ph.D. Program attesting to his or her progress.  All members of the Dissertation Committee must sign this statement.

The Dissertation

After a successful dissertation proposal, each Dissertation Committee will meet at least twice a year (preferably at the end of the Spring and Fall semesters) to discuss the candidate’s progress.  Reports of these meetings should be filed with the Director of the Ph.D. Program.  

Each candidate must earn a minimum of 24 hours of dissertation credit (AC699) to fulfill requirements for the degree.  Dissertation credit cannot be earned until the major (accounting) field exam has been passed.  For candidates at the AC699 dissertation stage, dissertation chairs are responsible for assigning a pass or fail grade after receiving a formal written report from the candidate on progress during each registration period.  All candidates are expected to register by mail or in person for dissertation supervision each semester and summer session until the dissertation is completed.  

The dissertation must comply with the regulations in the publication, A Manual for Students Preparing Theses and Dissertations.  Copies may be obtained from the Graduate School office (102 Rose Administration).  This manual also contains other important deadlines and information for Ph.D. students in the dissertation stage.

The Final Dissertation Defense

The candidate should find a date, time and place for the final dissertation defense that is approved by all Dissertation Committee members.  The School's recommendation is that the dissertation defense be held at a time when most accounting faculty and Ph.D. students are able to attend.  All faculty members and Ph.D. students are encouraged to attend, but the decision to accept or reject the dissertation is made by the Dissertation Committee in a closed meeting.  

The candidate must give members of the Dissertation Committee a minimum of two weeks to read the dissertation before the date of the final dissertation defense.  In addition, a copy of the final draft of the dissertation should be filed with the office of the Director of the Accounting Ph.D. Program at least five days before the final oral exam.  Although it is not expected that copies of the dissertation will be prepared for each faculty member and Ph.D. student, copies of the complete dissertation should be made available to all interested faculty members at least five days prior to the defense date.

It is the candidate's responsibility to notify the Director of the Ph.D. Program of the defense arrangements so that appropriate memos can be sent.  (Memos are sent to the Dean of the Graduate School, Dissertation Committee members, C&BA faculty, and accounting Ph.D. students.)  Upon receipt of the memo, the Dean of the Graduate School sends a notice to DIALOG and Dissertation Committee members.  The Dean then sends a final Ph.D. Oral Form to the Dissertation Chair to be signed by all Dissertation Committee members after the final defense.

Other Administrative Items
Dissertation Title Card.  The Dissertation Title Card may be obtained from the Graduate School.  This card indicates the dissertation title and major, and is to be signed by the Dissertation Chair and the Director of the Culverhouse School of Accountancy.  NOTE:  The candidate must submit the approved card to the Graduate School six weeks before graduation.

Formatting, Submission, & Publication.  All candidates should obtain a copy of A Manual for the Preparation of Theses and Dissertations from the Graduate School.  This publication contains specific guidelines for preparing dissertations and includes samples of the acceptance page and abstract.

After successful defense of the dissertation, and at least six weeks before graduation, the candidate must deposit in the Office of the Graduate School two copies of the dissertation in the form specified by the Graduate School, approved by the Director of the Culverhouse School of Accountancy and the members of the Dissertation Committee.  The dissertation acceptance page must be typed in triplicate with original signatures on each page.

A receipt for the binding fee must accompany the dissertation.  The student also must deposit with the Dean of the Graduate School two copies of an abstract of the dissertation, consisting of not more than 350 words, approved by the Director of the Culverhouse School of Accountancy and the Dissertation Committee Chair.  The candidate must identify the style format used for preparing the dissertation when submitting the dissertation to the Graduate School.

The candidate must satisfy publication requirements by having the dissertation microfilmed by University Microfilms of Ann Arbor, Michigan, and by publishing the abstract in University Microfilms' DISSERTATION ABSTRACTS.  The charge for these services is paid to the University Treasurer, and a receipt for payment must be delivered to the Graduate School.  A copyright may be obtained through University Microfilms for a nominal fee.

The Graduate School will send the dissertation to a proofer.  When proofing is completed, if any corrections or changes are to be made, both copies of the dissertation and all forms will be returned to the Dissertation Chair for transmission to the student with a statement describing what changes are needed.

Approval of the dissertation by the Dean of the Graduate School is necessary before graduation.

Application for Degree

The candidate must apply for the Accounting Ph.D. degree with the Graduate School no later than the registration period of the semester or the first term of the Summer session when requirements for the degree are to be completed.  The form Application for Advanced Degree is required for this purpose and must be completed in duplicate.

POLICY REVISIONS

These policies and guidelines may change from time-to-time as circumstances dictate.  Ph.D. students will be notified of any such changes as they occur.  Students are responsible for maintaining knowledge of and compliance with current policy.
Updated: June 2010
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